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January 30, 1951

Hr, Willie= G, Wileon
gleoholica Anonvmous

Box 459 Crand Contral Station
New York 17, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Wilson,

your letter has heen very welgome indeed,

I had no news from Rolsnd H, anyware snd often wondered what has heen his fate,
Our conversation which he hnn adequately reported to you had an mspect of which
he did not know, The remson wew, that I could not tell him everything, «las
those days I had to be excesdingly carmful of what I said, I had found out that
I was mirunderatood in every nossible way, Thus I wap very careful when I talked
to Roland H, But what T really thought mhout, wea the result of many experiences
with men of hirm kind,

His craving for mlcohol was the squivelent on @ low level of the spiritual
thirat of our being for wholeness, exnressed in medimeval language: the union
with God,?

How esould one Tormulate such an insight in a language that is not misunderstand
in our days?

The only right and legitimate way to auch an experience is, that it happens to

you in reality and it can only havpen to you when you walk on a path, which leads |

you to higher underatanding, You might be lad to that goal by an act of grace
or though a peraonal and honest contact with friends, oe through a highae
cqdueation af the mind beyond the confines of mere rationaliem, I mee from wyour
letter thatRoland H. haa chosen the second way, which was, under the circum-
atances, ohviously the heatsane,

I am strongly convinced that the evil principle prevalling in this world, leads
the unrecopmized apirituel need into nerdition, if it is not countermcted gither
by sk real religious insight or by the srotective wall of humen community, An
ardinary man, not protected hr an metion “rom shove and isalated in society
eannot reaist the power of evil, which is called very aptly the Devil, But the
use of such words arouse sn wany mistakes that one can only keep aloof from

them ae much rs nossihle,

Theae are the remsons why I could net give a full and sufficiant explanation %o
Roland Hy, but T an risking it with yonu, beceuse I conclude from your very
decent and honeat letter, that you have acquired a noint o view shove the mis-
leading pletitudes, one usually hears mbout alcoholism,

¥You mes, Aleohol in Latin is "spiritus™ and you uma the same word far the
higheat religicus experience ms well as for the most depraving poison, The help-
ful formula therefore is; spiritus contrs spiritum,

Thenking you again for your kind letter

I remain
yours sincerely M ; Z

g“ia the hart panteth after the water brooks, so

panteth my soul after thee, 0 God." (Psalm 42,1)



